
Naaman The Syrian 1 of  6

NAAMAN  THE  SYRIAN
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: IIII KKiinnggss 55::11--2277..

LESSON 311 Senior Course
MMEEMMOORRYY VVEERRSSEE:: ““TThhee eeyyeess ooff tthhee LLoorrdd aarree iinn eevveerryy ppllaaccee,, bbeehhoollddiinngg tthhee eevviill aanndd tthhee ggoooodd””
((PPrroovveerrbbss 1155::33))..

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

2 Kings 5:1-27
1 Now Naaman, captain of the host 
of the king of Syria, was a great 
man with his master, and 
honourable, because by him the 
LORD had given deliverance unto 
Syria: he was also a mighty man in 
valour, but he was a leper. 
2 And the Syrians had gone out by 
companies, and had brought away 
captive out of the land of Israel a 
little maid; and she waited on 
Naaman's wife. 
3 And she said unto her mistress, 
Would God my lord were with the 
prophet that is in Samaria! for he 
would recover him of his leprosy. 
4 And one went in, and told his 
lord, saying, Thus and thus said 
the maid that is of the land of 
Israel. 
5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, 
go, and I will send a letter unto 
the king of Israel. And he 
departed, and took with him ten 
talents of silver, and six thousand 
pieces of gold, and ten changes of 
raiment. 
6 And he brought the letter to the 
king of Israel, saying, Now when 
this letter is come unto thee, 
behold, I have therewith sent 
Naaman my servant to thee, that 
thou mayest recover him of his 
leprosy.
7 And it came to pass, when the 
king of Israel had read the letter, 
that he rent his clothes, and said, 
Am I God, to kill and to make 
alive, that this man doth send unto 
me to recover a man of his 
leprosy? wherefore consider, I 
pray you, and see how he seeketh 
a quarrel against me. 

II TTeessttiimmoonnyy ffoorr GGoodd
11.. NNaaaammaann tthhee SSyyrriiaann,, aa ggrreeaatt aanndd hhoonnoouurraabbllee mmaann,, wwaass aafffflliicctteedd

wwiitthh lleepprroossyy,, IIII KKiinnggss 55::11..
22.. AA ccaappttiivvee mmaaiidd ooff IIssrraaeell tteessttiiffiieedd ooff tthhee ppoowweerr ooff GGoodd ttoo hheeaall

ssuucchh aa ddiisseeaassee,, IIII KKiinnggss 55::22--44;;
Numbers 12:13-15 

13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O 
God, I beseech thee. 
14 And the LORD said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in 
her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let her be 
shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be 
received in again. 
15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and 
the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again. 

Matthew 8:3 
3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I 
will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 

Matthew 8:16 
16 When the even was come, they brought unto him many that 
were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with 
his word, and healed all that were sick: 

IIII PPrroopphheett ooff GGoodd
11.. NNaaaammaann wwaass sseenntt ttoo tthhee kkiinngg ooff IIssrraaeell wwiitthh aa lleetttteerr rreeqquueessttiinngg

hheeaalliinngg ffoorr NNaaaammaann,, IIII KKiinnggss 55::55--77;;
Genesis 30:1-2 

1 And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, 
Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me 
children, or else I die. 
2 And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, 
Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of
the womb? 

Genesis 50:19 
19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place 
of God? 

Exodus 4:16 
16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he 
shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and 
thou shalt be to him instead of God. 

22.. EElliisshhaa rreeqquueesstteedd tthhaatt NNaaaammaann bbee sseenntt ttoo hhiimm,, IIII KKiinnggss 55::88;;
Matthew 11:28 

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. 

John 5:40 
40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

Psalm 21:4 
4 He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length of 
days for ever and ever. 

33.. NNaaaammaann wwaass ttoolldd ttoo ddiipp sseevveenn ttiimmeess iinn JJoorrddaann,, aanndd hhee wwoouulldd
bbee hheeaalleedd,, bbuutt hhee rreeffuusseedd ttoo ddoo iitt,, II KKiinnggss 55::99--1133;;

1 Kings 7:2 
2 He built also the house of the forest of Lebanon; the length 
thereof was an hundred cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty 
cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of 
cedar pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars. 

Isaiah 53:1 
1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the 
LORD revealed? 

Psalm 78:19-20 
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8 And it was so, when Elisha the 
man of God had heard that the 
king of Israel had rent his clothes, 
that he sent to the king, saying, 
Wherefore hast thou rent thy 
clothes? let him come now to me, 
and he shall know that there is a 
prophet in Israel. 
9 So Naaman came with his horses 
and with his chariot, and stood at 
the door of the house of Elisha. 
10 And Elisha sent a messenger 
unto him, saying, Go and wash in 
Jordan seven times, and thy flesh 
shall come again to thee, and thou 
shalt be clean. 
11 But Naaman was wroth, and 
went away, and said, Behold, I 
thought, He will surely come out 
to me, and stand, and call on the 
name of the LORD his God, and 
strike his hand over the place, and 
recover the leper. 
12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters of Israel? may I not 
wash in them, and be clean? So he 
turned and went away in a rage. 
13 And his servants came near, and 
spake unto him, and said, My 
father, if the prophet had bid thee 
do some great thing, wouldest 
thou not have done it? how much 
rather then, when he saith to 
thee, Wash, and be clean? 
14 Then went he down, and dipped 
himself seven times in Jordan, 
according to the saying of the man 
of God: and his flesh came again 
like unto the flesh of a little child, 
and he was clean. 
15 And he returned to the man of 
God, he and all his company, and 
came, and stood before him: and 
he said, Behold, now I know that 
there is no God in all the earth, 
but in Israel: now therefore, I pray 
thee, take a blessing of thy 
servant. 
16 But he said, As the LORD liveth, 
before whom I stand, I will receive 

19 Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a 
table in the wilderness? 
20 Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and 
the streams overflowed; can he give bread also? can he 
provide flesh for his people? 

Matthew 13:58 
58 And he did not many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief. 

44.. NNaaaammaann’’ss sseerrvvaannttss ppeerrssuuaaddeedd NNaaaammaann ttoo rreeccoonnssiiddeerr hhiiss rreeffuussaall
ttoo oobbeeyy EElliisshhaa,, IIII KKiinnggss 55::1133;;

Exodus 18:19 
19 Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and 
God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, 
that thou mayest bring the causes unto God: 

1 Kings 12:6-8 
6 And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood 
before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do 
ye advise that I may answer this people? 
7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant 
unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer 
them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy 
servants for ever. 
8 But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had 
given him, and consulted with the young men that were 
grown up with him, and which stood before him: 

Daniel 4:27 
27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, 
and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities 
by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy 
tranquillity. 

Proverbs 11:14 
14 Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of 
counsellors there is safety. 

IIIIII PPoowweerr ooff GGoodd
11.. NNaaaammaann wwaass hheeaalleedd wwhheenn hhee oobbeeyyeedd tthhee ccoommmmaanndd ooff tthhee

pprroopphheett,, IIII KKiinnggss 55::1144,, 1155;;
Proverbs 4:20-22 

20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my 
sayings. 
21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the 
midst of thine heart. 
22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all 
their flesh. 

Deuteronomy 7:15 
15 And the LORD will take away from thee all sickness, and 
will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou 
knowest, upon thee; but will lay them upon all them that hate 
thee. 

Jeremiah 30:17 
17 For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy 
wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an 
Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after. 

22.. EElliisshhaa rreeffuusseedd aannyy rreewwaarrdd ffoorr tthhee hheeaalliinngg NNaaaammaann hhaadd rreecceeiivveedd
ffrroomm GGoodd,, IIII KKiinnggss 55::1155--1199,, 2266;;

Isaiah 1:23 
23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: 
every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge 
not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come 
unto them.

Daniel 5:17 
17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts 
be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read 
the writing unto the king, and make known to him the 
interpretation. 

Micah 3:11 
11 The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof 
teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet 
will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD 
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none. And he urged him to take it; 
but he refused. 
17 And Naaman said, Shall there 
not then, I pray thee, be given to 
thy servant two mules' burden of 
earth? for thy servant will 
henceforth offer neither burnt 
offering nor sacrifice unto other 
gods, but unto the LORD. 
18 In this thing the LORD pardon 
thy servant, that when my master 
goeth into the house of Rimmon to 
worship there, and he leaneth on 
my hand, and I bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon: when I bow 
down myself in the house of 
Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy 
servant in this thing. 
19 And he said unto him, Go in 
peace. So he departed from him a 
little way. 
20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha 
the man of God, said, Behold, my 
master hath spared Naaman this 
Syrian, in not receiving at his 
hands that which he brought: but, 
as the LORD liveth, I will run after 
him, and take somewhat of him. 
21 So Gehazi followed after 
Naaman. And when Naaman saw 
him running after him, he lighted 
down from the chariot to meet 
him, and said, Is all well? 
22 And he said, All is well. My 
master hath sent me, saying, 
Behold, even now there be come 
to me from mount Ephraim two 
young men of the sons of the 
prophets: give them, I pray thee, 
a talent of silver, and two changes 
of garments. 
23 And Naaman said, Be content, 
take two talents. And he urged 
him, and bound two talents of 
silver in two bags, with two 
changes of garments, and laid 
them upon two of his servants; 
and they bare them before him. 
24 And when he came to the tower, 
he took them from their hand, and 
bestowed them in the house: and 

among us? none evil can come upon us. 
Hosea 9:1 

1 Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other people: for thou hast 
gone a whoring from thy God, thou hast loved a reward upon 
every cornfloor. 

Matthew 10:8 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 

33.. GGeehhaazzii,, EElliisshhaa’’ss sseerrvvaanntt,, rreecceeiivveedd ggiiffttss ffrroomm NNaaaammaann,, bbuutt
NNaaaammaann’’ss lleepprroossyy ccaammee uuppoonn GGeehhaazzii ffoorr hhiiss ccoovveettoouussnneessss,, IIII
KKiinnggss 55::2200--2277;;

Joshua 7:11 
11 Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my 
covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken 
of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled 
also, and they have put it even among their own stuff. 

Joshua 7:25-26 
25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD 
shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with 
stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them 
with stones. 
26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this 
day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger. 
Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of 
Achor, unto this day. 

Acts 5:3 
3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the 
land? 

NOTE
FFaaiitthhffuull WWiittnneessss

SShhoouulldd aannyyoonnee ddoouubbtt tthhee vvaalluuee ooff ppeerrssoonnaall tteessttiimmoonniieess,, tthhee
rreeaaddiinngg ooff tthhee aaccccoouunntt ooff NNaaaammaann tthhee lleeppeerr sshhoouulldd ddiissppeell ssuucchh
ddoouubbttss.. AA lliittttllee mmaaiidd,, ccaappttiivvee ooff aa ppeeooppllee ootthheerr tthhaann hheerr oowwnn,,
ddaarreedd ttoo ssppeeaakk ooff tthhee ppoowweerr aanndd mmiigghhtt ooff tthhee LLoorrdd;; aanndd bbeeccaauussee
sshhee ddiidd,, aa mmaarrvveelllloouuss mmiirraaccllee wwaass wwrroouugghhtt aanndd ggrreeaatt aatttteennttiioonn
wwaass ffooccuusseedd uuppoonn tthhee nnaammee ooff GGoodd.. GGoodd wwaass gglloorriiffiieedd iinn aa ggrreeaatt
mmaannnneerr,, aa ssoouull wwaass ccoonnvveerrtteedd ttoo tthhee ttrruuee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff GGoodd,, aanndd tthhee
tteessttiimmoonnyy ooff NNaaaammaann’’ss hheeaalliinngg hhaass rruunngg oouutt vviiccttoorriioouussllyy eevveerr
ssiinnccee..

NNaaaammaann,, wwhhoo wwaass aa ggrreeaatt aanndd hhoonnoouurraabbllee mmaann iinn hhiiss oowwnn
ccoouunnttrryy,, hhaadd bbeeccoommee aafffflliicctteedd wwiitthh lleepprroossyy.. CCoonnttrraaccttiinngg ssuucchh aa
ddiisseeaassee mmeeaanntt tthhaatt NNaaaammaann wwoouulldd bbee oossttrraacciizzeedd ffrroomm ssoocciieettyy,,
aanndd ffrroomm hhiiss hhoommee aanndd ffaammiillyy.. TThheerree wwaass nnoo ccuurree ffoorr lleepprroossyy,, aanndd
ddoouubbttlleessss NNaaaammaann ffeelltt tthhaatt hhiiss ccaassee wwaass hhooppeelleessss,, aanndd tthhaatt hhiiss
lliiffee’’ss wwoorrkk wwoouulldd bbee pprreemmaattuurreellyy eennddeedd..

TThhee oolldd ssaayyiinngg,, ““MMaann’’ss eexxttrreemmiittyy iiss GGoodd’’ss ooppppoorrttuunniittyy,,”” wwaass
cceerrttaaiinnllyy ttrruuee iinn NNaaaammaann’’ss ssiittuuaattiioonn.. HHiiss sseerrvviinngg mmaaiidd,, tthhee lliittttllee
ccaappttiivvee ffrroomm IIssrraaeell,, ttoolldd hheerr mmiissttrreessss aabboouutt tthhee pprroopphheett ooff GGoodd iinn
hheerr nnaattiivvee llaanndd wwhhoo ccoouulldd hheeaall NNaaaammaann ooff hhiiss lleepprroossyy.. IInn tthhee
ccoouurrssee ooff eevveennttss,, kknnoowwlleeddggee ooff wwhhaatt tthhee lliittttllee mmaaiidd hhaadd ssaaiidd ccaammee
ttoo tthhee eeaarrss ooff NNaaaammaann aanndd hhiiss kkiinngg,, aanndd hhooppee sspprraanngg aanneeww iinn
NNaaaammaann’’ss hheeaarrtt..

OOnnee wwoouulldd nnaattuurraallllyy tthhiinnkk tthhaatt mmeenn wwhhoo aarree ffaacciinngg cceerrttaaiinn
ddeeaatthh,, oorr wwhhoo aarree iinn tthhee mmoosstt sseerriioouuss kkiinndd ooff eemmeerrggeenncciieess,, wwoouulldd
iinnssttiinnccttiivveellyy ccaallll uuppoonn GGoodd.. MMeenn oofftteenn ddoo,, bbuutt aatt tthhee ssaammee ttiimmee
tthheerree aarree ssoommee wwhhoo ddoo nnoott.. NNaaaammaann wwaass oonnee ooff tthhoossee ggrreeaatt mmeenn
wwhhoo,, iinn hhiiss ddiissttrreessss aanndd nneeeedd,, ddiidd ttuurrnn wwhhoolleehheeaarrtteeddllyy ttoo tthhee ttrruuee
aanndd lliivviinngg GGoodd.. WWee lleeaarrnn ffrroomm oouurr lleessssoonn tthhaatt hhee wwaass aann
eexxcceeppttiioonn aanndd nnoott tthhee rruullee iinn hhiiss ddaayy..

WWoorrdd ooff GGoodd
TThhee LLoorrdd hhaass ssaaiidd:: ““SSoo sshhaallll mmyy wwoorrdd bbee tthhaatt ggooeetthh ffoorrtthh oouutt

ooff mmyy mmoouutthh:: iitt sshhaallll nnoott rreettuurrnn uunnttoo mmee vvooiidd,, bbuutt iitt sshhaallll
aaccccoommpplliisshh tthhaatt wwhhiicchh II pplleeaassee,, aanndd iitt sshhaallll pprroossppeerr iinn tthhee tthhiinngg



Naaman The Syrian 4 of  6

he let the men go, and they 
departed. 
25 But he went in, and stood 
before his master. And Elisha said 
unto him, Whence comest thou, 
Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant 
went no whither. 
26 And he said unto him, Went not 
mine heart with thee, when the 
man turned again from his chariot 
to meet thee? Is it a time to 
receive money, and to receive 
garments, and oliveyards, and 
vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, 
and menservants, and 
maidservants? 
27 The leprosy therefore of 
Naaman shall cleave unto thee, 
and unto thy seed for ever. And he 
went out from his presence a leper 
as white as snow. 

wwhheerreettoo II sseenntt iitt”” ((IIssaaiiaahh 5555::1111)).. TThhee wwoorrdd ooff GGoodd ccaammee bbyy wwaayy
ooff ppeerrssoonnaall tteessttiimmoonnyy ttoo tthhee hhoouusseehhoolldd aanndd ppeerrssoonn ooff NNaaaammaann,,
wwhheenn hhee wwaass iinn ddiirree nneeeedd ooff hheeaalliinngg oorr hhiiss bbooddyy aanndd iinn uurrggeenntt
nneeeedd ffoorr tthhee ssaallvvaattiioonn ooff hhiiss ssoouull..

AAlltthhoouugghh NNaaaammaann wwaass aa SSyyrriiaann,, aanndd hhaadd bbeeeenn aann iiddooll
wwoorrsshhiippeerr aanndd,, aatt bbeesstt,, kknneeww vveerryy lliittttllee ooff tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff tthhee ttrruuee
GGoodd,, hhee rreecceeiivveedd tthhee wwoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd wwhheenn iitt ddiidd ccoommee iinn ttoo hhiimm..
NNaaaammaann pprroovveedd hhiimmsseellff ttoo bbee oonnee ooff tthhoossee pprreecciioouuss ssoouullss ooff
wwhhoomm JJeessuuss ssppookkee iinn tthhee ppaarraabbllee ooff tthhee ssoowweerr aanndd tthhee sseeeedd..
((Matthew 13:1-8 1 The same day went Jesus out of the house, 
and sat by the sea side. 2 And great multitudes were gathered 
together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the 
whole multitude stood on the shore. 3 And he spake many things 
unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 
4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the 
fowls came and devoured them up: 5 Some fell upon stony places, 
where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, 
because they had no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was 
up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they 
withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
sprung up, and choked them: 8 But other fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, 
some thirtyfold. Matthew 13:18-23 18 Hear ye therefore the 
parable of the sower. 19 When any one heareth the word of the 
kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, 
and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he 
which received seed by the way side. 20 But he that received the 
seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and 
anon with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but 
dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth 
because of the word, by and by he is offended. 22 He also that 
received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and 
the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the 
word, and he becometh unfruitful. 23 But he that received seed 
into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, 
some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.)) TThhee sseeeedd hhaadd
bbeeeenn ssoowwnn iinn vvaarriieettyy ooff ppllaacceess:: ssoommee sseeeedd hhaadd ffaalllleenn uuppoonn ssttoonnyy
ppllaacceess,, ssoommee hhaadd ffaalllleenn iinn tthhoorrnnyy ppllaacceess,, bbuutt ssoommee hhaadd ffaalllleenn
uuppoonn ggoooodd ggrroouunndd.. TThhaatt wwhhiicchh wwaass ggoooodd bbrroouugghhtt ffoorrtthh ffrruuiitt
tthhiirrttyyffoolldd,, ssiixxttyyffoolldd,, oorr aa hhuunnddrreeddffoolldd.. TThhrroouugghh tthhee iinnssttrruummeennttaalliittyy
ooff tthhee sseerrvviinngg mmaaiidd’’ss tteessttiimmoonnyy aanndd tthhee wwiissee ccoouunnsseell ooff NNaaaammaann’’ss
sseerrvvaannttss,, NNaaaammaann’’ss ssoouull bbeeccaammee ggoooodd ggrroouunndd rreeaaddyy ttoo rreecceeiivvee
tthhee wwoorrdd ooff GGoodd.. HHiiss hheeaarrtt bbeeccaammee ffeerrttiillee,, aanndd tthhee sseeeedd ssoowwnn
bbrroouugghhtt ffoorrtthh ffrruuiitt uunnttoo GGoodd..

NNaaaammaann ttrraavveelllleedd ttoo aannootthheerr ccoouunnttrryy,, hheeaarrdd tthhee pprroopphheett’’ss
ccoommmmaanndd,, aanndd ffiinnaallllyy hhuummbblleedd hhiimmsseellff ttoo oobbeeyy iitt.. HHee wwaass hheeaalleedd
ooff lleepprroossyy,, aanndd wwaass ccoonnvveerrtteedd ttoo tthhee ttrruuee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff GGoodd.. HHee
bbeeccaammee aann oouuttssttaannddiinngg tteessttiimmoonnyy ooff GGoodd’’ss mmeerrccyy aanndd ssaavviinngg
ggrraaccee,, nnoott oonnllyy iinn hhiiss oowwnn lliiffeettiimmee bbuutt aallssoo tthhrroouugghh tthhee yyeeaarrss,,
wwhheerreevveerr tthhee WWoorrdd ooff GGoodd hhaass bbeeeenn pprreeaacchheedd.. WWhheenn iitt ccaammee
ttiimmee ffoorr NNaaaammaann ttoo rreettuurrnn ttoo hhiiss oowwnn llaanndd hhiiss tteessttiimmoonnyy wwaass,,
““TThhyy sseerrvvaanntt wwiillll hheenncceeffoorrtthh ooffffeerr nneeiitthheerr bbuurrnntt ooffffeerriinngg nnoorr
ssaaccrriiffiiccee uunnttoo ootthheerr ggooddss,, bbuutt uunnttoo tthhee LLOORRDD””..

NNaammeess WWrriitttteenn iinn tthhee BBooookk ooff LLiiffee
EEzzeekkiieell pprroopphheessiieedd iinn hhiiss ttiimmee aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee ffaallssee pprroopphheettss wwhhoo

pprroopphheessiieedd lliieess.. ““TThheeyy sshhaallll nnoott bbee iinn tthhee aasssseemmbbllyy ooff mmyy ppeeooppllee,,
nneeiitthheerr sshhaallll tthheeyy bbee wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee wwrriittiinngg ooff tthhee hhoouussee ooff
IIssrraaeell”” ((EEzzeekkiieell 1133::99)).. NNooww tthhee mmeeaanniinngg ooff ssuucchh aa ssttaatteemmeenntt
wwaass ffaarr--rreeaacchhiinngg,, aanndd tthhee pprroommiissee ooff sseerriioouuss ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess.. JJeessuuss
ttoolldd HHiiss ddiisscciipplleess:: ““RReejjooiiccee nnoott,, tthhaatt tthhee ssppiirriittss aarree ssuubbjjeecctt uunnttoo
yyoouu;; bbuutt rraatthheerr rreejjooiiccee,, bbeeccaauussee yyoouurr nnaammeess aarree wwrriitttteenn iinn
hheeaavveenn”” ((LLuukkee 1100::2200)).. JJeessuuss eemmpphhaassiizzeedd tthhee iimmppoorrttaannccee,, oovveerr
eevveerryytthhiinngg eellssee,, ooff hhaavviinngg tthheeiirr nnaammeess wwrriitttteenn iinn HHeeaavveenn.. PPaauull,, iinn
wwrriittiinngg ttoo tthhee HHeebbrreewwss ssaaiidd:: ““YYee aarree ccoommee uunnttoo mmoouunntt SSiioonn,, aanndd
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uunnttoo tthhee cciittyy ooff tthhee lliivviinngg GGoodd,, tthhee hheeaavveennllyy JJeerruussaalleemm,, aanndd ttoo aann
iinnnnuummeerraabbllee ccoommppaannyy ooff aannggeellss,, ttoo tthhee ggeenneerraall aasssseemmbbllyy aanndd
cchhuurrcchh ooff tthhee ffiirrssttbboorrnn,, wwhhiicchh aarree wwrriitttteenn iinn hheeaavveenn””
((HHeebbrreewwss 1122::2222,, 2233)).. FFiinnaallllyy wwee rreeaadd ooff tthhee GGrreeaatt WWhhiittee TThhrroonnee
JJuuddggmmeenntt,, wwhheenn ddeeaatthh aanndd hheellll sshhaallll ddeelliivveerr uupp tthheeiirr ddeeaadd,, wwhheenn
tthhee ddeeaadd,, bbootthh ssmmaallll aanndd ggrreeaatt,, sshhaallll ssttaanndd bbeeffoorree GGoodd aanndd tthhee
bbooookkss aarree ooppeenneedd,, aanndd tthhee BBooookk ooff LLiiffee iiss ooppeenneedd,, aanndd tthhee ddeeaadd
aarree jjuuddggeedd oouutt ooff tthhoossee tthhiinnggss wwhhiicchh aarree wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee bbooookkss..
““AAnndd wwhhoossooeevveerr wwaass nnoott ffoouunndd wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee bbooookk ooff lliiffee
wwaass ccaasstt iinnttoo tthhee llaakkee ooff ffiirree”” ((RReevveellaattiioonn 2200::1111--1155))..

TThhee rreemmaarrkkaabbllee ffaacctt iinn ccoonnnneeccttiioonn wwiitthh NNaaaammaann’’ss hheeaalliinngg aanndd
ccoonnvveerrssiioonn wwaass tthhaatt hhee bbeessttiirrrreedd hhiimmsseellff ttoo sseeeekk tthhee pprroopphheett ooff
GGoodd eevveenn tthhoouugghh iitt mmeeaanntt aa ggrreeaatt eeffffoorrtt ffoorr hhiimmsseellff aanndd ffoorr
ootthheerrss.. IItt mmuusstt nnoott hhaavvee bbeeeenn eeaassyy ttoo ccaasstt aassiiddee hhiiss oolldd bbeelliieeffss
aanndd iiddeeaass ooff hheeaatthheenniissmm aanndd iiddooll wwoorrsshhiipp.. HHaadd nnoott hhiiss sseerrvvaannttss
wwiisseellyy rreemmoonnssttrraatteedd wwiitthh hhiimm,, hhee wwoouulldd nnoott hhaavvee hhuummbblleedd
hhiimmsseellff ttoo oobbeeyy tthhee pprroopphheett’’ss ccoommmmaanndd ttoo ddiipp sseevveenn ttiimmeess iinn tthhee
rriivveerr JJoorrddaann.. BBeeccaauussee hhee ddiidd yyiieelldd ttoo ssuucchh wwiissee ccoouunnsseell,, wwhhiicchh
wwaass aaccttuuaallllyy tthhee wwoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, hhee rreecceeiivveedd hheeaalliinngg aanndd
ssaallvvaattiioonn.. HHiiss nnaammee wwaass wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee BBooookk ooff LLiiffee,, aanndd hhee wwaass
nnuummbbeerreedd wwiitthh IIssrraaeell.. HHiiss ffaaiitthh aanndd oobbeeddiieennccee wwaass ooff ssuucchh
oouuttssttaannddiinngg qquuaalliittyy tthhaatt JJeessuuss uusseedd hhiiss eexxaammppllee aass aa rreebbuukkee ttoo
tthhee uunnbbeelliieeff ooff tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess.. JJeessuuss ttoolldd tthheemm,, ““MMaannyy lleeppeerrss wweerree
iinn IIssrraaeell iinn tthhee ttiimmee ooff EElliisseeuuss tthhee pprroopphheett;; aanndd nnoonnee ooff tthheemm wwaass
cclleeaannsseedd,, ssaavviinngg NNaaaammaann tthhee SSyyrriiaann”” ((LLuukkee 44::2277))..

TThhee ppllaaiinn iimmpplliiccaattiioonn ooff JJeessuuss’’ ssttaatteemmeenntt wwaass tthhaatt NNaaaammaann
aalloonnee hhaadd aavvaaiilleedd hhiimmsseellff ooff GGoodd’’ss ggrraaccee aanndd mmeerrccyy ttoo oobbttaaiinn
hheeaalliinngg aanndd ssaallvvaattiioonn,, tthhoouugghh hhee wwaass aa ffoorreeiiggnneerr aanndd aa ssttrraannggeerr
ttoo tthhee ccoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh ooff IIssrraaeell aanndd ttoo tthhee hhoouusseehhoolldd ooff GGoodd..
BBeeccaauussee hhee ddiidd bbeelliieevvee,, hhiiss nnaammee hhaass bbeeeenn rreeccoorrddeedd iinn tthhee BBooookk
ooff LLiiffee aanndd nneeiitthheerr ttiimmee nnoorr eetteerrnniittyy wwiillll eeffffaaccee tthhaatt nnaammee..
DDoouubbttlleessss tthheerree wweerree mmaannyy lleeppeerrss iinn EElliisshhaa’’ss ttiimmee,, eevveenn aass JJeessuuss
ssaaiidd,, wwhhoo kknneeww ooff EElliisshhaa tthhee PPrroopphheett ooff GGoodd,, aanndd ooff tthhee ttrruuee
wwoorrsshhiipp ooff GGoodd;; bbuutt aass tthheeyy ddiidd nnootthhiinngg ttoo sseeeekk GGoodd ffoorr tthheeiirr
nneeeedd,, tthheeyy rreecceeiivveedd nnootthhiinngg.. TThheeyy ffaaiilleedd ttoo hhaavvee tthheeiirr nnaammeess
wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee BBooookk ooff LLiiffee aanndd oonn tthhee rreeccoorrdd wwiitthh tthhoossee wwhhoo wweerree
ttrruuee IIssrraaeelliitteess.. ((Ephesians 2:11-13 11 Wherefore remember, that 
ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 
flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from 
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Romans 9:4-8 4 Who are 
Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises; 5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning 
the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 
6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they 
are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7 Neither, because they are 
the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy 
seed be called. 8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise 
are counted for the seed. Romans 2:28-29 28 For he is not a Jew, 
which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is 
outward in the flesh: 29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the 
letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God))

CCoovveettoouussnneessss
IInn bboolldd ccoonnttrraasstt wwiitthh tthhee ffaaiitthh aanndd ssiinncceerriittyy ooff NNaaaammaann,, wwee

hhaavvee tthhee lliieess aanndd iinnssiinncceerriittyy ooff GGeehhaazzii,, tthhee sseerrvvaanntt ooff EElliisshhaa.. IIss
tthheerree nnoott aa ssoolleemmnn wwaarrnniinngg ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo lliivvee iinn cclloossee pprrooxxiimmiittyy ttoo
tthhee GGoossppeell,, ttoo gguuaarrdd tthheeiirr hheeaarrttss aanndd ssoouullss wwiitthh aallll ddiilliiggeennccee lleesstt
tthheeyy bbee oovveerrccoommee wwiitthh tteemmppttaattiioonn,, aanndd tthhee ggrreeaatt ttrruutthhss ooff GGoodd
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bbeeccoommee ccoommmmoonnppllaaccee wwiitthh tthheemm??
GGeehhaazzii wwaass ppoossssiibbllyy iinntteennddeedd ttoo bbee tthhee ssuucccceessssoorr ooff EElliisshhaa iinn

tthhee PPrroopphheett’’ss ooffffiiccee,, eevveenn aass EElliisshhaa hhaadd ffaaiitthhffuullllyy mmiinniisstteerreedd ttoo
EElliijjaahh aanndd hhaadd bbeeeenn cchhoosseenn ttoo ssuucccceeeedd hhiimm.. UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy,,
GGeehhaazzii pprroovveedd uunnttrruuee ttoo tthhee hhiigghh ccaalllliinngg iinn GGoodd,, aanndd ccoovveettoouussnneessss
pprroovveedd ttoo bbee hhiiss ddoowwnnffaallll.. SSeeeeiinngg aann ooppppoorrttuunniittyy iinn tthhee ppeerrssoonn
aanndd ggeenneerroossiittyy ooff NNaaaammaann,, hhee lleedd ttoo hhiimm aanndd aaccqquuiirreedd ggiiffttss ffrroomm
hhiimm.. GGeehhaazzii’’ss ssiinn ddiidd nnoott ssttaayy hhiiddddeenn ffrroomm EElliisshhaa,, aanndd tthhee lleepprroossyy
ooff NNaaaammaann ccaammee uuppoonn GGeehhaazzii ffoorr hhiiss ttrraannssggrreessssiioonn..

NNaaaammaann ssoouugghhtt oouutt GGoodd,, aanndd wweenntt ttoo hhiiss hhoommee rreenneewweedd iinn
bbooddyy,, ttrraannssffoorrmmeedd iinn ssoouull;; wwhhiillee GGeehhaazzii,, wwhhoo wwaass aassssoocciiaatteedd wwiitthh
tthhee ttrruutthh ooff GGoodd eevveerryy ddaayy,, ffaaiilleedd ooff tthhee ggrraaccee ooff GGoodd,, ssiinnnneedd,, aanndd
bbeeccaammee aa lleeppeerr.. TThhee ggrreeaatt lleessssoonn ffoorr aallll ttoo lleeaarrnn iiss tthhaatt tthhoouugghh
oonnee mmaayy bbee wwiitthhoouutt kknnoowwlleeddggee ooff tthhee ccoovveennaannttss aanndd pprroommiisseess ooff
GGoodd,, yyeett GGoodd iiss aallwwaayyss ffaaiitthhffuull ttoo hhiimm aanndd wwiillll bbrriinngg hhiimm iinnttoo
ccoonnttaacctt wwiitthh HHiiss ttrruutthh iinn oonnee wwaayy oorr aannootthheerr.. IIff oonnee wwiillll ttaakkee
hheeeedd hhee wwiillll hhaavvee hhiiss nnaammee wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee BBooookk ooff LLiiffee.. TThhoouugghh
hhee mmaayy hhaavvee aacccceessss ttoo tthhee ttrruutthh ooff tthhee wwoorrdd ooff GGoodd,, yyeett iiff hhee ffaaiillss
ttoo oobbeeyy iittss pprreecceeppttss aanndd wwaallkk iinn tthhee lliigghhtt ooff iittss ttrruutthh,, hhee wwiillll,, aass
GGeehhaazzii,, ssuuffffeerr aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy ffoorr hhiiss ttrraannssggrreessssiioonnss..

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. HHooww ddiidd NNaaaammaann hheeaarr aabboouutt tthhee ppoowweerr ooff tthhee LLoorrdd ttoo hheeaall

hhiimm??
22.. WWhhyy ddiidd tthhee KKiinngg ooff IIssrraaeell bbeeccoommee aannggrryy wwhheenn aasskkeedd ttoo hheeaall

NNaaaammaann??
33.. WWhhyy ddiidd NNaaaammaann rreeffuussee ttoo ddiipp iinn JJoorrddaann sseevveenn ttiimmeess??
44.. WWhhyy ddiidd NNaaaammaann cchhaannggee hhiiss mmiinndd aabboouutt ddiippppiinngg iinn tthhee

JJoorrddaann RRiivveerr??
55.. WWhhyy ddiidd JJeessuuss ccoommmmeenndd NNaaaammaann??
66.. WWhhyy wweerree nnoo ootthheerr lleeppeerrss hheeaalleedd iinn IIssrraaeell??
77.. WWaass NNaaaammaann ttrruullyy ccoonnvveerrtteedd ttoo tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff GGoodd?? HHooww ddoo

wwee kknnooww??
88.. HHooww ddiidd NNaaaammaann ggeett hhiiss nnaammee iinn tthhee bbooookk ooff LLiiffee??
99.. WWhhaatt wwaass GGeehhaazzii’’ss ssiinn??

1100.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo GGeehhaazzii bbeeccaauussee ooff hhiiss ssiinn??


